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INDIAN LOBBY PLOTS.

THE CHOCTAW NET PRO3EED3 CLAIM.

A& PLAN POR BECURING THE PAYMENT OF TWO MiL-
LIONS ON CLAIMS WHICH NAVE DEEN RECEIPTED
IN FULL—MOST OF THE MONEY TO GO TO THE
LOBKRY AGENTS—THE CLAIM SOLD LY THE INDI-
ANAR FOR TWENTY-FIVE CENTS ON A DOLLAR—
DANGER OF THE PARSAGE OF THE CLAIM Tils
WEEK.

[PROM THE REAULAR CORERSPOXDENT OF THE TRINUNE.|

Wasnixaros, Jau. 81.—The action of the House
upon the Indisn Appropriation bill when it was un-
der consideration a fow days ago was a puzzle to
some of the oldest mombers. The Committee on
Indian Aflaire offered an amondment appropriating
£2,081.247 80 for the payment of the old Choctaw
Net Proceeds claim, and carried a majority of the
lionse in favor of it. But when it had been in-
grafted on tho bill, the bill was dofeated. As thoe
only known objection to the bill was tho Choetaw
claim, it wss diflicult to understand why, after it had
boen amended, it should be weaker than the amend-
went itsolf. The probable explanation is that some
of the Demoerats who are opposcd to President
Grant’s Indian policy desired to record their protest
sgninst it by votiog against all Indian Appropris-
tion bills, while they believed thot the Choctaw
claam was a just one and ought to be paid. Thoy
therofore voted for the amendment and then voted
saainst the bill, not on account of opposition to any
particular provision in it, but as & matter of policy.

The opposition to the Choctaw claim which was
made in the House the other day was based, not on
the charscter of the elaim itself, butupon the al-
loged fact that if it wero paid the Indians wonld
aot geb the movey. A large and powerful lobby baa
been in Washington for years urging fts payment,
and it is belioved that this lobby will receive the
fargor part of the money, if it is ever allowed. To
meet the objections of those who opposed the elaim
when it was last before the House, an amondment
tiad been agroed to, providing that the monuey ghall
be paid dirertly to the Indians themselves, and with
this amendment Mr, Halo of Maine and those who
assisted him in bis ficht against the claim when it
was 1ast before the House are smd to be satisfled, so
that it 18 generally understood that when the Indian
bill eomes up agiin this woek tho Choctaw claim
will be allowed.

The strongest argnments against this enormous
elaim are not those which depend upon the probable
destination of the money, should it be paid, nor upon
the present depleted condition of the treasnry. The
faot is, the claim iteelf is frandulent, and its pay-
ment wonld simply be a direct robbery of the treas-
ury. The only just or valid claim which the Choe-
taws ever had undar the treaty of 1530 was seitled
long age, and & receiptin full was given for it, the
United States at that time paying » much larger
sum than anv fair construction of the treaty and of
the facts made the Government liable for.

ORIGIN OF THE CHOCTAW CLAIM.

Tae dishonest character of this claim was conclu-
sively proved 1u a letter written by the late Rolici-
tor of the Treasury, Mr. Banfiold, to Secretary
Boutwell on Nov. 14, 1872, in which he gives an ex-
hanstive history of 1t. By the treaty of 1783, sars
Mr. Baufield in the letter referred to, thers was al-
lotted to the Choctaw Nation * to hunt and live in *
tands within the United States bonnded substan-
tinlly, &e. (naming the Hmita of the old Choctaw
country in Mississippi). The Indians held no title to
the lands, and admit in the treaty thut they were
gimply to hold them as an allotment of hunting-
grounds. Subsequent treaties wore made with
the same fr se in 1501, 1503, 1805, 1610, 18520
asnd 1830, the result of them all being that
the Choctaws finally ceded their entire
couniry to she United States. Up to 1820 the con-
sidecstion for the several cessions wasmoney. Inthat
year & new policy was adopted—that of removiog
beyond the Mississippi River those of the tribe
who dosired to live by bunting, and to civilize those
who remained. By the treaty of 1820, therefore, the
Choctaws wore given about 135,000,000 acres between
tho Arkansus aud Red Rivers, upon which they were
to live, while those who remained were to have
resorvations a mile square, including improvemenis
out of the land, east of the Mississipp, ceded to the
United States, and could bocome citizons of the
Vuited States, Hesides this, 54 sgonare miles of the
cedod eountry were set apart for a fund to educate
Choctaw children, and §06 000 & yoar for 16 years was
aven to remove some existing discontent.

But the ludians who remained did not break up
their tribal relations, and muny of them still wan-
dered about and led a savage life.  As o result, it
was inpossible to inalke civizcus of the greater part
of them, end laws passed by the State of Mississippi
condered the treaty of 1820 pecossury. This was
Lasod on the same idm as that of 1820, although it
was not expocted that many of the Indians would
romin, the Chootaws ab first fixing the nuwmber of
Launlios it their proposition as likely to do so at 150,
which was afterward raised to 20, Thas is a very
guportaut poiot, since the pressnt claim  arises
wlmost entirely from the treatment of those
who refused to go west of Arkansos.
The pumber of those who might remain was
uot  limiled in  the tresty, but there is
ample proof that veither party supposed it would
pxoeed 290 familics, Dy the treaty of 1820, the lands
which the Indians received in the West were to be
held by them in the same manner as they had held
those in Miseissippt ; their right was simply that of
ocoupancy. But by the treaty of 150 thess same
Iauda, 15,000,000 ucres, were given them in fes simple
as lomg as their tribal relations existed, and the
United States agreed that no part of the lands shonld
evor be ambraced in any State or Termitory, This
waa very importaut, as it gave the Indiuns seeurity
against all future disturbances or removals, and they
lave to this day remained in the enjoyient of the
dghts given them by that treaty.

THE ORIGINAL REGISTRATION A FATR ONTE,

The 14th artiele of the treaty is the ons which ot
present ia the most important.  This was put in for
tho benedit of those Choctaws—bends of families
only—who desired to remain, and the vumber of
whom the Choctuws themselves wvever supposed
would excesd 200, It provided that each head of a
family taking sdvaotage of it must signify to the
agent of the Unitod States his intention of doing so
within six mouths from the ratification of the
treaty, Fob. 24, 1851, and that by so doeing he would
seonre s reacrvation for himself. In point of faet,
the Choctaws were not afforded opportuuity to give
the required notico until three months after tho rat-
ification of the treaty, so that when Col, Ward, who
was appointad to register thew, arrived, only throe

montls remained.  Duoring  this  time only
% lieads of fumilies made clmm. He
afterward  made a  second  register of 28

nanos and gave o cortificats to eight other appli-
cants, making just 100 in all. Now upon the sole
ground that Col. Ward uvufairly rejected Indians
who were entitled to register, has sprung up this
olaim which the Honse of Representatives now pro-
poses topay. But Col. Ward afterward testified
, soveral times under oath that he rejected no Indian
who appsared in porson, altbough be did refuse to
registor names whers & number were brought to
bim by asingle Indian,  That Ward's registration
waa 8 fair one is also probable on other grounds, In
Beptembor, 1581, Mojor Armstrong made o very care-
ful census of the Choetaws, He found the number
before the treaty to have been 19,554, of whom
15,000 emigrated, loaving 4,554, or nhout €50 families,
An order was given to sell the éeded Jands in Mis
slasippl in October, 1853, and G. W. Martin, who was
to make the sale, was directed to reserve the lands
hold by the Indisus on Ward's list.  Bat he, mistak-
ing bia instructions, allowed further registrations
up to the very doy of the sale, and even opencd an
office in each land district where be also received
remisteations. The whole number on his hists in ad-
dition to those found by Ward, was 520, aud the
amount of land they were entitled to as stated in o
messago of the President to Congress in February,
1435, was 615,086 acres. Memorials were also

sent to Coogress at  the same  time
charging that & great number of these regis-
Arations wore  fraudolent. This m

that the great number of theso eclaims had caused
general surprise, and created a strong suspicion that
they conld not be well founded. The Committes
thought that about 573 might be the correct number,
but reported a bill providing for a commission
gimply to ascertain how many of the Indians had
offered to comply with the 14th srticle of the
treaty. This bill waa passed, and 1,500 new claims
were rogistered by the Commission appointed in
accordance with its provisions. The rapid growth
of this elaim is wonderful. The only lognl registra-
#ion ever made contained 100 names; the first illegal
one 630 more ; and the noxt, pome yoars afterward,
1,349 more.
EDWARD EVERETT'S REPORT.

The report of this Commission was referred to the
Indian Committee of the Senate, and Edward
Everctt made a report upon it on Feb. 22, 1830, He
showed conclusively that at least 1,000 names of the
Iagt registration must have been frandulent, becansn
the known number of Indians who remained east of
the Mississippi was not great enough to furnish so
many heads of familics, nnd ho recommendod that
S0 be allowed und that 400,000 acres bo given in full
payment of all the claims. Congress never took any
action on Mr. Everett’s report, but, m 1842, ap-
pointed still another Commission. The procoed-
ings before this Commission were of & most dis-
graceful character, as is shown by the pro-
tasts of Claiborne, ove of its members. The
most fraudulent clnims were sdmitted, and Clai-
borne was challenged by the attorneys of the Choe-
taws for exposing and opposing them. The report
of this Commission shows that they rendered jude-
ment in 850 cases, and they sny that “all the
Choctaw claims under the 14th articlo of the
treaty have been finally dotermined.” The number
of claims allowed by both Commissions and passed
by the Department, in addition to those registered
by Ward, was 1,155, To seitle theso claima the
United States gave 3,101 acres of land and in, lieu
of roservations serifl amounting to $1,500,020. Half
tho serip was delivered to the Indians themselves,
aud the other half retained by the United States
and interest paid upon it, the scrip being reckoned
at $1 25 an acre, or, in the aggregate, 577,900,

Interest on the sum was paid until 1853, and then
the principal was paid, the amount due at that time
being $872,000, and this sum was accepted as a full
and linal release of all claims under the 14th article
of the treaty by the tribal suthoritics of the
Choctaws, and the paper giving this release to the
United States is now on file in the Second Auditor's
office, where it may be seen by any member of Con-
greas who has the curiosity to inguire for it,

NENEWAL OF THE CLAIM,

But the Chootaws were not slow in renewing
their elaim, though the Government never for & mo-
ment assanted to it.  Finally, in 1855 a new treaty
wan made in which the United States agreed that
the following questiona should be submitted to the
Senate:

(1) Whether the Clioctaws are entitled to or shall be
allowed the proceeds of the sale of the lands ceded by
thom to the United Btates by the treaty of Bept. 27, 1830,
deducting therefrom ths costs of their survey and male,
and al! just and proper expenditaros and payments un-
der the provisions thereof ; and If so, what price per
acre shall ba allowed to the Choetaws for the lands re-
nalning aosold, i order that o flnal settlemont with
them way be promptly efvoted ; or

{2) Whetber the Choetaws shiail be sllowed ngross snm
in further and full satiafaotion of all thelr elafins, no-
tonal and lodividoal, aguiost the Usited Blates, and 1f
&0 how much,

The Choctaws presented their case, and the claims
on which they principally relied in support of their
demand to the net proceeds were those arising under
the 14th article of the Troaty of 1890, which, as I
bave just shown, were fully settled in 1852 The In-
dian Committee reported in favor of awarding
them the net proceeds, and say in their report that
the most considerable item presented by the Choc-
taws as o basis for their elaim bhad its origin in the
14th article of the Treaty of 153, &e. Following
the recommendations of this Committee, and with-
out any explanation of the matter that cnabled the
Senate to understand what it was doing, that body,
on the sssarance of Mr, Sebastiun that wheu the
peconnt was stated it would be between  $500,000
aund §1,000,000, on March 9, 1859, swarded such o
sum a8 the Interior Dopartment should find the not
procecds of the lands amounted to, and it is this
sum of nearly 85,000,000 that the House pow pur-
poses to pay.

THE WHOLE CASE IN A NUT-SHELL,

To gnm the matter np, then, this net proceeds claim
arose out of an article of tho treaty of 1830, which
the Choctaws themselves did not suppose wonld af-
feet more than 200 families, and of which only 100
familics ever legally took advantage, To settle it,
roservations were given to 143 heads of fami.ies,
amountivg to 531,101 acres, under the original treaty,
aod, nuder the acts of 1837 and 1842, there was given
in addition to 1,155 bemls of families serip in lieu of
reservations, amounting to 1,309,620 acres, and finally
ope-half of this serlp was redecmed at par, the re-
mainder having been sold by the Indians or loeated,
and paid for in cash (#572,000), the constitated au-
thorities of the nation giving to the United States
“a fival releaseof all claims of such parties under
the 14th article of the treaty.” And now the Mouse
of Representatives proposes to pay to thess Indians
$2,000,000 more on sccount of thess very same
claims., After this s done, what will prevent the
Indians from repewing their claim for a few addi-
tiopal millions? They reecipted in full for them
once: ean thev do any more after this proposed pay-
ment is made 1

The award of the Senate coverod elaims arising un-
der other articles of the sawe treaty, andthe amend-
ment to the Indian bill proposes 1o pay those also,
They awmonnot in the aggregate to abont $900,000,
mwaking the total amount $3,081,247 50. It can be
ensily shown that thoss claims are as frandulent as
the one 1 bave considered, and if any member of
thie House doubts the rutl of this assertion, I refer
Lim to the letter of Soliclor Baufield to which I
bave before referred.

Of course the prineipal reason why this amend-
ment ought to be defeated is that it is fraudulent,
and that its passage would simply be robbery of tho
Treasury, There are other reasons, however, that
ought to be considered by Congress. The fact that
lobilby agonts will get large fees from it has already
been mentioned. 1 am further informed that nearly
the entire claim has been sold for about 25 cents on
a dollar, and that if it be paid none of it will go to
the Indians, but that the money will be divided up
smong the men who bave advauced on it at such
ruinous rates to the Indians.

Y'his is one of the most dishonest jobs that have
been belore the present Congress, and every man
who, after having the facts in regurd to it brought
to his atteation, advocates it or votes for it, should
be marked by his coustitusnts and held responsible
by tho people us s plunderar of the public Treasury.

MUNICIPAL NOTES,

A committee of the Westchester Board of
Supervisors called vestordsy on the Mayor and con-
sulted with him relative to the unsetticd acconuts re-
sulling from the sonexation of the Tweuty-third aud
Twenty-fourth Wards., Another delegation was » estm-
mittee of Germans, who presented thelr views on mu-
nigipal gevernmont. Tho Mayor prowmised to tuke the
sugeestions iuto consideration,

‘L he members of the Board of Aldermen wet last even-
Ing ut the residence of Presidend Lowis, und informaily
discussed musicips! matters. The meotiug was rather
of msoelal than & business character, The Comuittes
on Rallroads will report to the Board of Alderuen to-
day sgainst the use of T ralls by certaln of the eity ruil-
roads, and will recommend that grooved rails be used
justead, on the ground that such s clhapge will, reader
sirvet tiavel saler and easler.

B —
THE TRACK LAID THROUGH THE HOOSAC
TUSNNEL.

Nonrin Apams, Mass, Feb, 8.—The track
throuxh the Hoosae Tunuel was connccted this afier
noop. It has yet to be blocked up sud loveled beforo s
train can Lo run, The first traln—a condtrucdon train—
may possibly be sent tirough this week, There was no

publie demonstralion.

BALTIMOWES COFFEE TRADE.
Bavtimore, Md., Feb. 8.—Six cargoes of

was referrod to the Indian Commities of the Senate,
of which Jobn Dell was Chsuman sud be roporied

cofles, nuer fng 98,000 bags, were sntered at the
Custom-house hore yoestorday, ss arriviug at this port,

or bn Lbo bay, Lrowa Ko,

RAPID TRANSIT PROMPTINGS
ENGINEERING DECISION ON RAPID TRANEIT
PLANS.

MERTING OF THE SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEFRS TO
DIACUAS RAPID TRANBIT—REPORYT OF THE CoM-

MITTER.

The regular meeting of the American Socioty
of Civil Engineers was beld yeaterday afternoon at
thelr roms, at No. 63 Willlam-st.,, and after the regular
routine business, tho report of the Committee on Rapid
Tranalt was read, As expeoted, it was s vory volumin-
ous document, glving many duta that had boen oolleated
regarding the working of rapid trausmit lines wherever
attowpted. The many plana proposed for this olty wero
taken up, one by one, thelr probable cost, as well an re-
turns given, and in .this manner the question of

thelr feasibility directly et  forth. The under-
ground rallways wers looked wupon as out of
the queation, the Committes estimating their

cost upon the rontes named At frowm §2,000,000 to §3,000,000
per mile, requiring an outlay upon which there conld
not possibly be adequato returns, ut soy rate for yoara
to coms. The depressed roads were slso unfavorably
reported upon. Thess it was considered wopld requi
the acquircment of too much property, auil great loas in
oase of fallure. 1t was Lhe arg tof the supp

of depressed rallways that the bouds iasued would be
coversd by the property scquired, But the report atated
that It eould not bo so dewonstrated. Tn hoth instances
too much time most elapas before there could baany
return  wpon  the Iovestments, and necordiog'y
they eould mot  recelve  the  mupport of
capitalists, Without advocating their extablishmeont,
the Cemmittes favored the plan of elevated roads, and
by tables demonsirated the fact that they could be bulll
with such economy of outlay a4 to warrant a very fair
return on the cost, sod at the same thme 1o such & man-
per a8 to meot all the wanta of rapid transit.  Flevated
roads, in the opinion of the Committee, offer the valy
solution to the problem of rapid transit.  The momberd
of the Committe wera unanimous in thelr report,

As the document was Tead, from time to time it
enlled out very anlmated disenssion, many of the mem-
bors favoriog some ono or other of the schemes ad-
versely reported upon. At the conclusion of Its read
ing s number of resolntious were offered in regard Lo the
report. One was to the effvet that it bo reoeived by the
Boolety, but not be made publie, ns it might eonvoy the
impression that the Society wishod to meddle in local

affairs, n which thoy bad wpo right. Another
resolution wam that It fhonld  be  lmd
on  the tuble for further consideration,

Finally a resolution was adopted accepting the repart
and discharging the Committes, and further providing
that the report should be published as » paper of the
Bociety, but nol as one eonveying its  unanimous
opinton, With this understanding it will pass into the
hands of the Printing Committes, and It 18 sald thut
within s week or ten days proofs will be jasued to the
preas. The Socluty adjourned sbout 7 p. W, after o ses

slon of Bix Lours.
————

SUGGESTIONS AT THE CITY HALL
ELSEWHERE.
PROJECTS AND ARGUMENTS BEFORR THE COMMIT-
TEE OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN—ADDRESSEA
BY 8 E. CHURCH AND TIE HON, JUUN B
HASKIN=TIIE MOVEMENT AMONG THE BUSINESS
MEN.

Messrs, Purroy (Chairman), Shandley, Bil-
linga, Howland, and Cols, constituting the Special
Aldermanle Comimittes to Investigats apd report upon
the question of rapid transit, met yesterday aftarnoon,
in the Aldermen’s Chamber, for the purpose of lstening
toany gentlemen who had views to advanes or informa-
tion to mive on this topie. Among the more consplounus
persons o the audicnee, whioh soon filled ths roow,
were the Hon, Joun B. Haskin, 8, E. Chureh—both of
whom spoke=and Tax Commissioner John Wheeler.

The first person who addressed the Commitiens was 8
E. Chureh, who aald thet be bad no time then to st
forth fully what he had to present to thls Cominittes,
but would do that hereaftor ; because he bad been re-
quested by those with whom he was acting, to ask that
bifors suy finnl action waa taken s further hearing
might be given to other gentinmen not hera to-day to
present their views, o waid there was no anesiion be-
fore any commuoity on which thers was so aaanmom
an opiulon ns thers isin this city in favor of nrapid
transit road. The City Treasury haslost more ¢han
$100,000,000 during the years sinee 1860, when it wis firat
proposed  to build o rapid transit road, aud 1t re-
fusod o take measurce. I, o 1860,  momie
§10,000,000, #ay, had been dnvested by tho ey
i eapld trausit road, It would have saved fhis year
£20,000,600 10 taxes and rovenoes to the eity. Mr. Chureh
then explaloed the provisions of Senator Moors's bill
now before the Legisiature, snd the constitutional
amendments which aflsot this question as bearing on
apeclal legislation, showing why Henstor Moore's bill
would probably fail, beuause of 118 Tunning eountor to
the amendments, Ha spoke in favor of a rosd being
built by the city, and expressed the bollef that private
capital would never do . Thers was too strong an op-
position 10 the strecl-car corporations fur any private
company to overcome. This was the reason thiat ntne
of the proposed rosds—the Gilbert, and the Under-
gronnd, &e—wers bullt, though it} was well known
that auy of the propesed lines, I bult, would retarn
lurge  revenues, But, in his opinlon, nope of
thess rosds wonld ever bo lbuilt.  Tue oty
must take the matter in hand, For $6,000,000 o
rapid transit road conld ba bulll, with a double track,
from the Battery to Harlem River. The amount wias
comparatively small, Tt might be eaid that thero would
be corruption if the road was bullt by the eity, but he
citedl the tesult of the Croton Aqueduct schems

AND

to show at least the possibility of tha ro-
yerse being  the  case. This was  denounced as
u swindle when proposed, and  §6000  were

subscribed in this elty to be sant to Albany to defest the
bill for the opaning of the Eris Cuanal. He exprossed
nimaelt in coneluston ns very much In favor of helping
the Greanwioh Eevatad Road, which was succending
fairly, thongh 1t was o fallure as to being what the eity
wanted, It was too far from the center of the vity, sud
was only & local sscommodation,

E. (7, Smith, an laventor residing in the Twenty-third
Ward, produced o plan of o pneumatie road, either un-
dergronnd or clevated, which he sald would ran 45 miles
an hour, snd carry passoogers Lo Warlem for fuur ceuts
enoh.

After o moment'a sllenes, the Hon. John B. Haskin
enlled the attention of the Committes, and made a
spoech of 20 minutes showing with great foree and
epergy—Iit being tho main poioi of his remarke—the
opposition wineh the Board of Aldermen would inevita-
bly encounter from the city rallway comwpanies. He
begnn:

I have come liero from the Twenty-fourth Ward to
make soms practical observations for the settlement of
thin question, Firat, Tdesire to congratulste you upon
bettig presented bere to the cltizons of New-York ass
commiites of the local legislature, convened by a com-
manication of ita ehief executive aMeer, to pass & jude-
went hereafter on tho roport yon ahall submgit upou the
niost Honportant subjest affsctiog the lntefests of our
eity that hns ever been presented Lo the eity for it eon-
sideration. 1 bave resided 1o this eity all my Iife, and
remember the Introduction of the Croton water, and

while 1 acknowledge this was one of the greatest sd-
vantages which could have been given to us, yet I say

that the consideration ol this subject  of
commuiication  between  the  porth and south
ends of NewYork s mors important for the

purpose of Lquidating the enormons dett of this city—
pow over §150,000,%00-and of providing restdences for the
poor and the middle clusscs, than any snbject ever pre-
sonted to the Common Counell. 1 remembor the Charter
of 1457, by whieh the Board of Counellmen was ereisted.
1 rotaember befors that we bad & couvention bers to
form a city ebarter, o which I took s deep luterest and
in which I advoeated the eleetlun of beids of depart-
wenta by the people. 1 remember from 1857 down,
owing to the civil war, that the State Leglslature yoar
afier year touk, away from the &cnpta of this elt
throngh 1te lwosl legislnture and 14 heads of depa
wents those powers which wers couferred upon them—
b which they wers entitied ; and amoig those powers
In thin treated of n{ Mr. Chureh, glving thom the power
to culatruet @ rapid transit ralway.

1 want to aay Lore, st the threshoid of the dlsenssion
by this Comiuittes, that yoi urs to meot with combined
opposition Lo Whatevor you are to report, wihich cin
ouly be ovorthrown by that strong arm of puvlie
opinlon whieh throws corrupt men oul of ofties, nod
puls good men in their places. Tuls oppositlon will be
frighitful, because It s ao opposition which Las had the
puopis of this cILy sud the peopls of Wbis Btate by the
tliroat for years, and kept them subjecls and pot sov-
eretgns—1 mean the combined rallrosd monopolied that
oWl your streats sud your State, snd hiave your Legis
Jatire to grind axes for tow, woi lor Lhe people. (AP
Plause.)

Here the apeaker raad from the report of the Blate
Engineer on Rallroads for 1872 Io referénce to this com-
bination of eity rallroads bhere, ** which,” be sald, ** hith-
eato has kept New-York from baviog rapid tranalt, and
will b fler, the united foree of public opinion
throngh you, representiog the city, and through tus
Btate Legislature, shall obtaln It fur us” This report
gave the capital stock and earniogs of the roads for
1972, Having sbown tbe lmmeuss reveous accrulng
from thess railroads, Mr, Haskin continoed ;

Last Winter 1 had ocouslon to be befors the Leglala-
laturs in relation to & bill for cheap traoait on the Har
lemm Road. 1 look over the liat of the Commities of Lhe
Assombly, whose Bpeaker was my oid friond, the * Bald
Eagle of Westctioster,” and I found 1t was hoaded by &
msn nemed Lioeoln, snd the Bsuute Commities by Ban-
ator Bulkrog, Those Commiliess wers owned—| nssert
it beldiy—by the railrosd tutorest of this Hiate, sod 1
doclare Vo he Uowmmiitoo of Lue Bouaio, Kuown

defeat tham. The patition published two days agze has
Irendy received over four bundred votea. This pebl-

dorbilt and Thurlow Weed, who hss ¥ an
or directora of the Third
as tha Bleeckar Hirost
, whom 1 #=se by & statement in the papsr

owns 136 shares of the Third Avenue Road, and thosn
are worth nt lenst 8300 o ahare, making $108,000 intereat
in the road, to say bothing of other roads. Thoss two
men, Vapderbilt and Thurlow Weed, control the
maahinery at Albany, own the Rallroad Committes, and
you will get ne rapil transis here, desiroying tho
awount of Lholr earnings unless 1t be by thal rosisticss
public opinfon which every now and then, us It did lnst
Fall, sweaps over the country and cleans out s purrid
wass, whioh ought to drup into ohlivion. [Applanse.]

In conelualon, Mr. Maskiu eaid bo was iu fsvor of Lwo
elovated roads on the east and west sides, Ha belteved
it perfectly practioniilo to bulld two, with s doubio track
road for oach 18 freet wide, 14 bigh, runniog b thoss
avennes which are wide, ¥

J. C. Deyo of the Twenty-second Ward offered aplan
for & rond directly over the sidewalk, with two trucks,
which e clulmed would not only be an oruament to thn
eity, bat would beoefl property-ownrrs snd wonld
“open up the second foors” for busloess, 1o wis i
favor of 4 road built by the Cornmon Couucil

Tho Commiites then wifourned untll Saturday a8 1
p. w., When they Will Bear any wbo dosles 1o Bk,

na the * Rallroad Mnl!mt" 1» 10 the ntersat of g:n-
~

PROGRESS OF THE BUSINE=S MOVEMENT FOR
RAPID TRANSIT.

There will be o meeting to-day st noon, at
the office of the Drike Brothers, No. 66 Eroadway, of the
Committon on Rapid Transis named st the westiog of
the Chamber of Commeres on Monday, and fnal arrango:
ments will be made for s vigorvus prowccution of the
work in hand. The subseription papers, of which the
following Is a copy, will be eirealatod to-day :

The paper of whick the following i3 & copy i issued In
pursaance of a resolation passe at o meeting held ot
the rooms of the Clhasmber of Commeres, Feb. 1, 1875, of
which B. L. Ackorman was Clidrman, sud €K, Roose-
vielt, Sscrotary, and 45 returnable to C. K. Rovssveit, No.
11 Wall-st,

The undersigued hereby agresjto contribute the mime set oppodite
their respaciive names towanl the ereation of & fund w0 be lowestad o
the capiial stoek ol & ratlwar (o be consiructed from the sontherly wod
of Manhattan leland to such polnts soriberly as may be deternined
wpun, for the purpase of transporiing passeogers and (ralght; she said
fund Lo be laveates iy Lhe eapital of such rampany, sad apua such condl:
Lok As WAY be agrecd upon by two-thitds of Lke sulwertbars | provided,
Ahat the sald Two-tainia shali popresant wore Vaas B0 per ceat of tha
whole sum subseribel ; and forther provided, wwat sabseriptions for »
s not Iean than $:, 000,000 ahall be obhtained ; I} beinr & condition of
this subseripbion theb no claime fr iotecedts, divideads, or oiber re=
muneralion shall be male by the sahsaribers, antil bhe Wlll:f'ﬂ'l
wpon for farther eapital shail be eomplied with  Ferlods o1 whieh the
simonnés auhisesibed shall be payadle and all further deiatia 4o be the
wuliject of future selion,

Lrated New: Vork, Feb 1, 1875,

Toe usual weniis g of the Chamhear of Commereo ix fo
be beld to-day, and very probably the subjeol WLy coma
ug fur discusaion before thas bedv, a4 weay of L mew-
bers aro iniereated in the movement,

FINANCIAL INTERESTS.
il
AGITATION IN THE GOLD MARKET.
VARIOUS THEORIMES TO ACCOUNT POR THE RISR IN
GOLD—INFLUENCE OF FINANCIAL CHANGES IN
ENGLAND AND FRANUE=VIEWS OF PROMINENT
BANKERS.

The Gold Exchange presented a scene of
excltoment yesterday which bas pot beou observible
fur & conatderable UHme within its dingy precinéts, Gold
opsned at 1145, advanced to 115§, went back 69 114, and
elosed at 1156, Toe eause of this sudden advance was
attributed to the continued beavy loss of hulllon by the
Bapk of Eogland and heavy exports of gold from thia
countr.y Thers has been @ steady decrease in the bullion
of the Bank of Eng'and for several days past, and yester-
day it was announeced that 2580,000 had been withdrawn,
Outgoing steatners bave taken large quantitios of gold
wlhiol, 1t has been thought, might Hod its way into the
Bunk of Eagland, and perhaps change the flow of
bullion, or ut ail events supply that which had been
withdrawn. Toe latest advices, bowever, do oot udl-
cate that this roaplt was accomplished. All sorla of
theories ars ufloat a8 to the causs of the disturbance in
monetary eircles, Qoo story was to the effeat that thn
City of Parls was nbout to negotiate a loan of 130, (00,000
francs, and for the parpose of plucing the Joan with
advantage, s bear movemsal bad been beguo on the
Loudon market for the purpose of driviog gold to Parts,
and, by making money easy in the latter city, to aldin
scctuiring subscriptions to the loan, This story, bowever,
may be taken with many grains of allowance,

A prowinent bauker yesterday attribated the advanee
mainly o the operations of the Syndivate lo placiog the
now United Statos bonda.  The Governmwent s calling
the old Five Twenty bonds from the other side. The
European nations are not freely taking the new Fives
offixed, the Unitod Siates are exporting very little, and
tne result is that the eniled Londs must be pald for in

gold. Thlia aseeounts for the onttlow of specie
from here and the  advence la the  fFote. The
banker conciuded hus remarks  wilh  this

proposition ¢ *If the action of the Syndicate in plae-
ing $2,00,000 of the new Fives causea wold to advance
from 1) to 15, what wilk be the price of gold when
tho remalulpe $107,000,000 of bonds nre placed within the
balaneo of the year Belind all thess theories ons
fuct ia tolerabiy éeriain, sod that 1s, that the bulls in
gold have taken advantags of natural snd unnat
urial enuses to Leg.d s vigorous upward movemeut, thie
full power aud effect of which 14 a4 yot unknown.

Juseph Sellgmuan of the firm of J. & W. Scligman, at
¥o. 21 Broad-st., said the immadiate cause of the sudden
s it the price of gold was probably due to the with-
drawal of Lirge amounts from the Bank of Engiand, It
was generally understood that abont 1.600,000 pounds
sterling bad been withdrawn doring the past threo
dags. His firm had not received any advices from Lon-
don on the subjeet, but It was rumored on the street
that the gold bad been druwn by the Dank of Derlin,
Others supposcd the drafts to have originated In Parts,
and the money to have beeu sent to the Bank of France.
Thore did not seem to be any posities knowledus on the
anbject. Thera were also oiber rensona which may
have nffected ftransactious o goid. A million
dollars gold bad been seni to Havana  within
n few  daye It wuas  also  koown  that
the amendmants to the tartl, inereasing the dutles on
ocertatn ariicles, would be tn foree lu two or thres days,
and merchants interested wouldl be obligad to buy
beavily Lo meet thele paymonts ot the Custom-house,
As ao iodisidusl opioion, e believed the movement
originated with the bails in gold, and tho values wers
merely apeculative and fletitions. Thers was no real or
substantinl basis for an lucrease in the price of ®old,
but in the preseot state of the flaances Lemporary ad-
vantage wouald Do taken, sud tuess sharp operatdous
wuat be expectod.

A promiuont city baoker anid that these distarbances
origlusted in the pressut Upancial system, or rather
waut of fioancial system io the manisgement of the
affuirs of tuls eountry, The recant acta of Congrasa
wera not, properly speaking, finnactal legislation, but
political compromises and mwege-shifts, Tae prowtse to
restiue apocie payments al any txed tine could not be
Kept, bnless tho pecossary conditiond were suppliod.
Thers most ba & sound financial basis on wiich to
work, Tho grest laws of trade aud duance which sre
récoghized In every country as  the foundation
of credit, ang which are governed by fixsd priosipies
will regulate andicontrol the market in spite of CougTess-
jonal and partisan ensctments.  Our Secretaries of the
Treasury have oot aecepted these eatabiishod faots, and
thervfore have failed to cive stoadiness to our fluances.
Mr. Bristow, the present Speratary of the Treasury, had
uot Been long tn ofes, and It was doabtful if be griasped
the Aonsucial sitastivn firwly snd understood the propee
remedy. It was known that he wid not autistled lﬁﬁt
Congress woilld indorss or siatéin any polloy at varlsnos
with partisan feellugs. Whils our presont system con-
finued these disturbauers would necessarily occur, and
wero morely tawporary in thelr eharacter.

Wotherspoon & Co., st No. 45 Exchangs-place, stated
that the money articles o Tk TRIGUNE gavo b eorrect
idew of the fusnclal situation, and us W e withdrawal
of gold from the Hauk of England, {t was reported in
rertain bankers’ ofti ces thut the gold Lad never goos oht
of London. The present excitement had its originin
the endeavor of a bull eligus in London to inerémse tho
rata of interost by o cougertéd runon the Bank of En-
gland for gold, The Government stould sdopt a flnan-
elal policy that would attraet goid to this conntey pro-

aralory to specis paymenis. aud thers would Lo no
;::-nr of shipments of gold to steady the London market.

M. Fisk of Flsk & Hateh, sund thst the demand for
Government bonds, at ndvancing prices, thetr soariity
I this tarket, sud the large importatious from Europs
peosssary Lo supply the demand for homo lovestiwent,
Biad been important features in the tinaucisl transec-
Lons of the paat month, Tihe savings banks, insurance
companies, und National Hanks were large und steady
i pers, While estates, trusteos, and capllailats were put-
tlug WWay Iarge amounts for permausnb investwent,
and the people generully were disposcd, toa large ox-
tent, to ke their investments in the same  di-
rection. The dealiogs for the month  had
been very large, their own transactions reachiug nearly
10,000,000, He did not therefore see any necossily for
WppE i The sadden rise 1n gold would probably
e severs on the * shoris;" otherwiso be belloved that
the rise would be & good thing for the country, The lm-
portiog of boods und the exporting of gold would be
ghecked, whille the exporth of grain, eotton, and other
produce wolld be freer wod more eXtensive, and tho
ur.l.d:‘euulpu sbrowd would Inerease wilh the sdvauces i
Kul

e
CORPORATION AND EXCHANGE CHANGES,

The officers of the Pacific Mail Sseamship
Company say that they are about to sell a portion of
their San Franolsco real eatats, but prafer not to give
the detatle. On tho street it 1a reported that tho anie
will net $400,000, and that the Compauy proposs to lense
the property sold at the rate of ton per coul on the net
pr ds. This v’ t, bowever, i3 denied by the
officera of the Compuny.

Wilson G, Hunt has rosigned tha Preatdency of the
Hlinols Central Rallroad Company, suggesting to the
Board that tle ofee should be tilled by & resddent of
Iiinols, The Nosrd adopted s resolution scceding to bis
requeat, and thauking him for the beneflt the Company

hau derived from his servicea in the direation for many
yours. John M. Douglas of Chloago, waa choson to the
presidency, from whioh ho withdrew & few years slnocs
on scoount of Ll bealth. He has been identifiod with tbe
Company for uearly twenity yoars.

Tin voting on the amendmenis to the new rulss of the
Btook Exolisnge, guvorning the rates of vommission o
be cnargod by brokers will eud so-day. Five bunidred
aod fifty-Nve mombers have voted agsiuat them, It
poeds ouly 108 more voles W be casb beloru Lo-olglt

L4

tion s in favor af § and 142 a8 the rates.
The Cotton Excbangs is amending s
exigencies of business demand from time Lo tima.
eulluwin; 18 the latest amendiont : Article XXV, Hee-
fon 4, to read : Stalued cotton, not below Birict Good
Dirdinary, may boe doliversd on contract, and whei so
delivered shall be ssttied for secordiug to Lhe ratea of
the Now-York Cotton Excnangs st the tino of delivery,
A meetiug of manufacturers nod representatives of
manufactieing corporations was beld st the B of
vade Contea!l Cowmmuites rooms yeaterday. Dr.
Gwynn, Prosidant of the Amoriean Motalline Cowpany,
was eleetod ehairwnn on motion of Mr, Colomun of iho
Lubirleating Ol Company. Soudry ustters of lulerost

to the weeting wers discussnd withoat rosult.

by-laws aa the
Tua

BROADWAY WIDENING ASSESSME NTS,
.
TUE RFFECT OF THE DECISION IN THE CASE or
JONN JACOR ARTOR,

The rocent decision of the General Term of
the Bupsrior Court, composed of Judges Monell and
Curtis, roversea Lo judgment entered agaiuat tho ey
by Judge Freedwan, in faver of John Jacob Astor, 1o
the matter of the sileged illogal assesamonts upon his
property for widening and straightening Broadway,
betwegn Thirty fourth and Fifty-ninth-ats. The nssess-
mont therefore romaing 84 & Lo on the property, sud s
o ¢loud upon tho title,

The original authority for widening Broadway be-
twoen the atrects namod was passed in May, 1869, and
on Nov. #1 of that year, Cbarles 6. Corncll, Jamea 8,
Hennesary, and Thomas Murphy were appolnted Coni-
missioners of Estimate und Assessmont. Mr. Murphy
served antil Oar, 25, 1310, when ho resigoed, The Com-
wissloners made tuele roport late In the year, and it
was confirmed Dee, 28, 1470, In the begioning of the
year 1871, James Watson, the County Auditor, who was
known to have had eharge of mauy imporisot interests
conneoted with the awards for damages, aod thn asscss.
ments for benefits, on the line of the propossd lmprove-
ment, was fatally 1njured, and soon after a@ied. There
were many remonstrances against the proeoddings aud
action of the Commissioners, and an act wid passed by
the Legislature, Fab, 27, 1871, under which the report
oonfirmed tn Docember was set nsile, snd Joln Q.
Jones, James 8. Honnessey, and Wililam Wood were
subsequently appointed Commissionera to muke & now

award and sssessmant on the proporty aflected. The
report of thess new Commissloners was couticmed July
5, 1572, and the footings are ny follows @

AWAER. cenvrasesmiensssnsnransssnsansnassfh 051,723 B8
Calleator of Assessments, facs.. .. vl 1H L5
Tagnidl conta of Lommisionsrs, 15 165 042 40
Tasnd cosis oow Gommlsmioasss, RT, 430 91

MMl eeernseessssarsassnsnnsess S,300,300 52

The amonnt wis asaessed aa follows:
D0 ProporfP-owuar ... isiesianias cerseses 30664 A28 00
pragt o B [ 17 3 1

Polal..osasiensgrvsnniarsninanss B4, 300,306 63

Tha report wus nlgnmf by Comuisatoner Jones and
Wood, and & minority report waa submitted by Commis-
sioner Hepnessy, OF tho total sinount assessed agalnat
the propecty-owners thers hal boen ooliveted by tha
Colleetor of Assessments up to April 10, 1874, the sum of
$1,676,228. Tho liste were then eent to tha Clerk of
Arrcars in the Controller's offipe, who has recelvad

2,566 01 on wccount of thew, leaviog $705,50 uncol-
lectad Jan. 1, 1875,

Besides the suit brought by Jobn Jacoh Astor, which
also represouts the iutereats of Wiilinm H. Astor, as
owner and trustees, to the amount of $107,000, there aro
other suita panding tn the courts to test the valutity not
only of the preseut award and wssesswent, buk of that
of the Commidsiuners of 1970. It is also geoorally be-
lieved that many of the property-0wners In Arcrears,
while refusing to Incur the troubie and oxpenss of @ law
aait, aro quietly waiting for the finul determination of
the suit of Mr. Astor, i1 the hope that he wili succend fu
having the nssessinent on Lis property vicaled and can-
colod on the record, The decision would affect all of
the uncollected nasessmonts for the lmprovemeo?, and
possiuly thuso alieady paid. It 18 oot vel kuown
whether Mr. Astor wiil take the cass to the Court of
Appeals, )1 In Uy event many montus wust clupse
befure thi fAnal deciaipn will be given.

AN INUNDATED CITY,
T
INPASAADLE STEEETS, FLOODED CELLARS, AND M-
PEDED TRAFFIC—A FERRY-BOAT COLLISION.

A driving rain-storm from the east and a rise
{n the temperature introduced tne eity yesterday to tho
worst featuves of o Winter thaw. Most of the streets,
vapecislly tn the lower pare of the city, wersa ln o de-
plorble condition, and, to hpavily laden tesma, were
trequently unpasaable.  The snow avd lee, which haveo
bren decumulating for weeka, becamo dissolved, and the
witer flooded ths stroets and overflowed the sideawalks,
Tie mwembers of the Polleo I-’nrt:-:_rnm-rday morning in-
formed wll peraons that they muat elear the gutiers lu
trout of their promises. In many cases the order was
disregardad, and it was not until the water began to
pour 1ngo their esliurs, na was the oase 1o Clut, Frank-
furt, Peatl, Aprues, and otier streets, sod in the reglon
of the “awsmp,” that efforta were mado to wake o
passuge-way lor the water, Broadway Wwod an exeep-
tion to the general rule of obstructod atreots, and the
pavement, etosnly washed, afforded a safe footing.

The effect of the atorm waa very noticeabils on ahe
river front, a5 the oast wind caused o remarkably bigh
tide, Cellars along the ling of Bouth, Front, and Weat-
ats. were flooded with tide-water and tho molted snow
from tho streets, and consideruble damagoe was done.
Most of tlie merchants on those atrects had tiken the
precaution to remove any perishabls property from
thelr eellars, and the loss wus less than would other-
wise bave boen the ease, A fog Dbuog over
L the city wnd the rivers doring the morplog, and
the ferry-boats wers compelled to sound thelr fog-
whistlea continuoudly and proceed with groat cautlon.
The Staten Isiand ferry-boat Westdeld laft her alip

about 8 o, m., but na the fog suddenly became very
depse the bont was atopped, auwd she was aboat to re-
turn to her alip when she was atruek Ju the atarboard
bow by the (ron stenmer Vindleator of Loreillard’s liue,
whict anddenty loomed up out of the misi. Tue latter
was  evidently procesdiog at  full apesd for the
torce of the collsion carried away tho Weat-
geld's  stanchfons, and  erushed through  the
guards and a portion of the lndies' eahin. Great eon-
Aternativn prevailed among the passvosers, who were
fortunately few in pumpers and not Iu that part of the
bost whieh was injured. Had the aceident oesurred
later, or had the ferry-Goat boen uuder headway, loss of
lite must have oeeurred, but now po one received any
{njury and the hall was not injured. Aftor thn collizion
the fog itftod, aud the Wesiflold gontinued Ler trip to the
Island and afierwards made snother trip to New-York.
At noon ahe waa laid up st Staten Taland for repuirs,
The damuge is estimatod at about §1.000.

THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS.

ATATEMENT OF ITS FINANCIAL CONDITHIN.

The Commissioners of Publie |Parks held a
meeting yeaterday, b which a report was submitted 1o
anawer to the resolations of Alderman Billlogs, recently
passed (o the Board of Aldermen, calliog for an nocount
of money appropristed sud disbursed by the Commds-
aloners sinee Juoe 1, 1873, Toe balances to differcnt so-
pounts Insido the department on that day were, to
the maintepance and government of parks and
places, $30,015; to the maintenance sand govern-
ment of Museum, Observatory and Gallery of ‘Art,
#15,090; to the int aud  gover ot
farlem River Bridges, $13,44, and o eclabrution of
Indepeadenso Day, $10,000. The sporopristions in 1874
made by the Board of Apportionment for the City Hall
Park, repairs to the sea wall of the battery, and for the
maintensuce snd government of the various parks,
plsces, and bridges under the juriadiction of the Depart
mont, smounted to §595,500, an additional sum of $5,000
being added in September for the malutenance of the
Harlew River Lridges, In January, 1876, thers wers
$1,701 on bhand, scorodited to the various Works
wuder the charge of the Commissioners, and the Board
of Estimate aud Apportlonment appropriated o that
yeur $581,000 for tho general expenses of the department.
The Leglslature in 1063 appropristad $959,899, and in 1874,
$500,059, which are placed as balaneea to LLe account of
the American sud Metropolitan Mussums. The City
Parks lwprovement Fuuds in 1873 showed a balauce of
#3174, Appropristions were also made by the Leglsia-
ture in 1873 of $1,000,000, sod in 1874 of §350,000, of which
the balance-sheet Iln Jsuvuary, 1875, sbows §109,308 ro-
walning, with Habilitios against this amount of #109,764.

The salaries pald to the Commissloners in 1573 was
#0500 to Commilsslonora Btebblus sud Waies, snd #,000
o Commissloner Willliumaon, ua Treasirer of tho Buurd,
which be voluntarily walved. Nous of the Commission-
©r DOW rocelvo pay except the Presidont. A list of sal-
arics of employes, survoyors, secretarios, superintend.
wnl, ganleners, ele, 18 given, ranging from #6500 & year
to ¥2150 o day. A lst of foremen, mechsuics, eto.,
1 lucloded, with sslaries raogiog from $6 to @&
per  day. Thirty-four horses are owied and
used by the Department, but they are kept in stables
Ilonging to tho elty of w cost of #8010 Twenty-soven
contracts have beon entered into duriog the time which
the resolution covers, ¢llefly for mason, and granite,
and ron work, and lacgs mounts, o wany lostances,
yot remaln dus op theso. The smount of mouney re-
geived from various sources daring tho time referred to
wad BLedd, from the pound receipts, grass, sheop'
licenses, rents, and labor. Mr. Hyss, toe rostsursut
antn:wr. ;;t.rl m.u} 5

s Commiseioners further report that wo employd ol
the Department has been interested Lo any euu?rngl o:
loase fur which the eity had to pay the oost, Mr. Byan
having resigued bis office ua Buperintendent of Central
Park on Jau, 81, 0o money hiss boen converted to an
D{:l:lf purposs tuwo tho ons for which i% was .pytoy:f-
l

AJRIVAL OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD,

San Fraxoisco, Fob, 3,—The line of the
TLoa A loa aod Independ Rallrond bas been
located to & point 26 miles from this city by a route
saving four rmllos over the ruute of the Boutharn s Pacsifle
Rallroad Idorable snouat of the stook Las boon

A
subsoribed 1o Los Augeive,

RAILWAY RELATIONS.

THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE AS30CI-
ATED LINES OF THE COUNTRY IN
CONSULTATION, | *

TIHE CHAVING OF THR WESTERN ROADA UNDER TNIE
RULE OF COMMISAIONERA—THE POWER OF THE
WESTERN BOARD TO DETERMINE FREIGHT RATES
SUSPENDED—THE RELATIONS OF FACIFIC LINKS,

A meeting of the representatives of the
Weateru rallronds with the Cem I realdopt 1
tun Weat who have had the control of the rates on rasl
bound freighe was held yesterday at the 5t. Nicholas
Hotel. UMesrs of the trunk lines and membors of the
Ewstarn Board of Commissioners wers nlso prosons
Among thess who took part were Gen. J. D. Cox of the
Toledo, Wabash aud Western Rallroad, who presided sd
the meating: Gen. B Wright of Columbes, Warren
Colburn of Toledo, John A Newberry of Detroit,
lsane . Buwurgeon of 8L Louls, B, B Wals
worth of Chieago, and L. N. Andrewa of In
dispapolis, the slx Western Rallway Commissionors;
Col, Thomaa A, Seott, Presldent of the Paonaylvenis
Central Ratiroad ; A. J. Cassate, ThirdyVice-Prealdont of
tho Penasyivanis Rulroad; Hugh J. Jowott, Presidont
of the Eele Rallway Company ; W. H. Yaoderblis, Vieo
Preaidont of the New-York Central Eulway; Amass
Atone, jr., Prealdent of the Michigen Southorn Rallrosd;
W. R. McKeen, Preaident of the Alton and Torre Haute
Rallroad : J, Huriburt, President of the Cleveland,
Columbus, Cineinnatt and Indlanapolis Ralleosd ; J. N,
McCuliongh, President of the Pitlaburgh, Fort Wayne
and Chieage Raliroad; D. W. Caldwell, I'roaldont of the
Pittabargh, Cincinuatt and 85 Louls Baliway; Juden
Jowett and Gov. Dennmon, two of the threa Eastern
Commissloners, und J. P. Groen of the Pennsylvania
Central Rallroad, who acted wa tho secrotary of the
mesting,

After the meeting had bobn formally organized, &
largs nember of papors were read showing thal nons of
tho Weatorn ratlronds hud made any money durlog the
paat siz months in forwurding frelght from Lin Weat to
the East, and complalning that the prasont rales, and
the competition that bad lately arisan in consnguenne of
the opposition of several lines to the rigid rulta of the
Commnusatonera, were 1kely to canss the rain of Lhe cur-
ryiog interest, unless soms change should be made, The
reading of the papers occuplod over two hours, snd ox
olted cogaiderabio discuaton, in which Amass Stone, Jr.,
Hugh X7 Jewstt, Col, Scott, W. H. Vandorblit, J. N. Mo-
Cullough, aud others took part, The Westoru represen:
tatlves compladned that tho system of the Comiis
slonerabips waa detrimental to the raliroad Intarcas,
eapeclally with regard 1o frolght, and whils they hiad no
persounl objection to the Commissloners thamaelves, 18
was found that as the Commisatoners conld aot control

those lince which were not ip, or had broken
away from, ths compaet, they bhad etdenvored
to exoreise a  rigid and rulnons ruling

over those whioh bad remainsd flem to tha agres-
ment, sud tha result was that these companiss st Diasie
noss. The outsids lines had been earcying froight ab
lower rates than that set down by tno Commissionars,
snd when the comblned companios, under the direction
of the Commisstoners, had agreed to lower tho rates to
compete with their opponents, the latter had roduced
thelr ratea still lower until the carrying of grain to tho
East was attendod with a loss Instead of u profit, The
rates had been reduced by ths C 1o ag
conts per 100 pounds, and ayery rallroad man koew that
fraight could not oe hauled from Chicago to Now-York
for 4oy such amount, The representatives of the Eaat-
orn roads took the part of tho Commissioners, snd
nrgad upon the Weatera represontatives to keop firm o
toe ngrecment an far as rates wers sonoernod. Tuis ax-
cited the further opposition of the Western men, and
there was avery prospect that the meoling would end in
total discuption, when Col. Thos. A. Hcott ollered the fol-
lowing reaolution @

Resolved, Thnt the powers of the Burean of Commis-
stonars for the Western ratlwaya bo sospsadod, so fur
ns they relato to frelgnt buaainess, until olherwise mreed
by the managers of those lines, and that tbe genersl
frefet sgents meot Lwmediately to earmullsh rates on
all eagt-bound freight Lusinoss; but that the Burean of
Westirn Coutunissiuners coutings thelr orgauization and
their coutrol of the passenger businesy,

Thls resolution, when fOrst offored, excitod s groat
amonnt of opposition, and somn of the Wealern repre-
sentatives conteuded tuat railroads should be at liberey
to anttle thelr own business without belog hampered and
eontrolled by the right ruiss of Comulsaioners; but tho
Eastern representativea ssserted that It wus pegessary
that there should be some wenns of settiiog dificaites
when any arose betwesn companies, and it would be
better that the Commissioners sliould be retuloed. Thers
neod be no trouble with pegard to passenger rates, and
{t was believed that the recommendations of the Com-
missioners oo that subject would be llsteued to, Afller
soms turther discussion the reaslation wis sdopted.

Tho question uf the west-bound frelghts was alluded
to, bt as Col. Benjamin Blanchard, one of the Estern
Commissioners, was abseut from the city, and the Com-
missoners had hold no formal meeting, no report could
bo pressated, and the wmatter was lald over, It being
understood that the Esastern Commiastonors would beld
& meeting 80 soon &s tho whols of them shouid be able to
ba present.

Upon inquiry it was ascertainod that ouly two of tha
gonersl frelght agentsof the Westera railrouds were
1n the olty, aod that it was imposalhile to hold & westing
here. It was therefora agréod that a meeting of the
gooersd frelght meonts should be callod in onel of the
Western elties at an early day, when It was expacted that
some definite agreement would be arriveld al relative to
freights. I was stutad by those laterestod in the question
that tho goneral frelghtagunts forwetly transaciod the
busineas of the varlous rosds 1n o very aatisfavtory
mannar, and whils dolag 80 the compaples earnod s
larger amount of money than they had earned slnee the
Commissioners had been appolnted. The agents lo
Chtoago would meet and flx the rutes from that point,
and thoss In Cincinnatl would do the same, each cily
belog the Dbest Juage as to the businiss requirements
of that speoial loeality, It was belioved that it wounld
bis posstble to have tho ratea for grain from Chicago
fixed at an oacly day ot 40 cents, aud glve more sutls-
taction to shippors than at tas preseut reduced price of
1) cents.

Tho mesting waa finally adjonrned to awslt o eall
from the Chatr, and some of the Wostern representas-
tivea told a TRIBUNK reporter that although all had nok
been ecomplished that could have been wished, the
railronds had guned something lo belng allowed to
manage their own freight business,

THE PACIFIC RAILROAD ENTERPRISES,

The officials of the Contral Pacitlo Billroad Company
complain of the lujustico of the charge that thoy are
soeking to control the railroads of California, more es-
pecially of the Callfornia division of the Texas and Pa
eifle Railroad. They state tost thelr Company is en-

tirely disconnsetod from any of the now Pacltle Ralle
road epterprises, The Southern Pacifle Ballroad, wiioh
is u Califurnia enterprise, 4 controlled by Californis
capitalists, o number of Whom are alss interested in the
Centesd Pacltte Ratlroad,  Thess gentlomeu in their -
dividual capacity appeared befors the Souate Comulittes
on Ratiroads and oreued the watter ou beball of the
southarn Pacitlo Railroad,

(e, Coltun, one of thoss referrwd to, almply ssked
that ao amendiment bo wade to wuar ls knowy &s the
Texas Pacflo Lill, representid Col. Beott, allowlog
the present Bouthern Pacitio road, which eatends from
san Franelsoo to Fort Yama, s distanee of some 71
uilos, to reosive, under the blll of Col. Beott, the md-
vantages of that bill from tho southern point of thele
road on the Colorado River, whieh is at Fort Yuma. The
soutbern Pacifle romd, or that portion whicl ts kovwa
a8 the Los Angeles branch, vovnecting 8an Franeieo
with Fort Yuma on the Coiorado, recerved (ts luud grauk
under the same oreanio law that kave Lo the Toxas P'e-
eifle 'rowd its land gvant. From Fort Yuma the Texas
Pacitio rosd runs tu slmost s dus wose line o San
Diego. The Southern Pacitle, commenciug at this potut,
rubsin » porih-westerly divection, by way of Los Ane
koles, to Tehachapl Pass and oo to san Franeisco,

The Southern Pacito Rulrosd Couwpauy is not asking
for i subaidy, nor 18 1t stiemptiog (o lmpeds any fale
legislntion asked for by Col. Scott on beball of the
Boutbern line of road, but sfier baving bullt nearly ooe-
balf of the Sonthern Pacifle rosd tho Californis sapital-
ista doem It unjust that be sbould taks 200 miles of the
road frots thom as he proposes to do.  The Southern Pa-
eitle people ask sucl sn amendment to the Trxna
and Paoitlo act as will enable the Southern Pacitie Rall-
rosd Company to bulid from its presont soufhern eruk

pus to  Hpadra  eastward to Fort Yuma, and
from that point  enst  uoul  they mect with
the Texas and Pacllle road, form ing w June-

tion wherever they may meet, giving to  vaoh
lsnrty tun advantages of such enterprise i It may ox-
DAL fu this eonstruction. They object to Col. Scotd's
taking frotn thewm the distance from  Fort Yumas to San
Gorgouio, s it would virtually bold the Southern Pacitie
at thist point uohl the Texas aud Facila could be bullt,
a4 sald before, for nearly 1,608 miles. This amendment
1s objected w by Col, Seott, and It Was tor tho purpose
of bringing this watter befure the Uvmmities thal s
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A SUPPOSED TRADES UNION ASSASSINATION,

Troy, N. Y, Feb, 8.—Felix Patternonde, 8
Frenchiuan ewployed in Griswold's Hessomer steel
works, whils going to his work st § o’clock this morniog,
was stiot and fataily wounded by two sasssalos, The

murdar (s supposed to be w uence of the labor
troublea bore, though Pattervouds nok taken the
plave of & striker.
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RESOLUTION OF CENSURE IN THE PENNSYL-
VANIA LEGISLATURE,

HarrISBURG, Feb. 8.—The resolution offered

yosterday in the House censuring Represontative Woll

Union coubempt ole
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